Understanding the benefits of cooperative breeding for group members of different social and demographic classes requires knowledge of their reproductive partitioning and genetic relatedness. During 2004-2007, we examined parentage as a function of relatedness and social interactions among members of 21 American crow, Corvus brachyrhynchos, family groups. Paired female breeders monopolized maternity of all offspring in their broods, whereas paired male breeders sired 82.7% of offspring, withingroup auxiliary males sired 6.9% of offspring and extragroup males sired 10.4% of offspring. Although adult females had fewer opportunities for direct reproduction as auxiliaries than males, they appeared to have earlier opportunities for independent breeding. These different opportunities for direct reproduction probably contributed to the male-biased adult auxiliary sex ratio. Patterns of reproductive partitioning and conflict among males were most consistent with a synthetic reproductive skew model, in which auxiliaries struggled with breeders for a limited reproductive share, beyond which breeders could evict them. Counter to a frequent assumption of reproductive skew models, female breeders appeared to influence paternity, although their interests might have agreed with the interests of their paired males. Unusual among cooperative breeders, close inbreeding and incest occurred in this population. Incest avoidance between potential breeders did not significantly affect reproductive skew. (Woolfenden & Fitzpatrick 1984) . In some systems, molecular diagnoses of parentage have revealed that apparently nonbreeding auxiliaries also share in direct parentage (e.g. Rabenold et al. 1990 ). To understand the benefits of cooperative breeding for auxiliaries of different demographic classes, as well as their decisions to remain in their natal group or seek opportunities elsewhere, it is necessary to quantify reproductive opportunities within and outside of cooperative groups, as well as opportunities for independent breeding.
Reproductive skew theory provides a framework for predicting how parentage will be partitioned among same-sex group members as a function of parameters such as relatedness, environmental constraints, group productivity and relative competitive ability of group members (reviewed in Clutton-Brock 1998; Johnstone 2000; Magrath & Heinsohn 2000; Reeve & Keller 2001; Magrath et al. 2004) . In high skew groups, reproduction is concentrated in a subset of group members, whereas in low skew groups, reproduction is shared more equitably among group members. Different models of skew are built on different assumptions about interactions among group members (often referred to as dominants and subordinates), although the nature of these interactions is likely to vary among taxa. Models variously assume that (1) dominants have complete control over reproductive partitioning (e.g. Vehrencamp 1979 Vehrencamp , 1983 , (2) 
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